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Rhythm of the Rails 
On December 13, Ken Gustin met with Gene 
and Sandy Harding, Charles Weickert, Jim 
Dobbins, Jim Turner, Pat Winkenwader, Dave 
Crawford, and Sharon Steenson to gain more 
insight on the history and operation of the 
Central Branch Railroad and to provide a general 
overview of what he has planned for the event.  
Details are still being worked out but a video 
presentation with live narration and music 
provided by the Chris Biggs and Ken Gustin duo 
will be the highlight of the days events.  The 
show will be in the historic Waterville Opera 
House with a tentative time set for 2 or 2:30 pm.  
A meal at the Weaver Hotel will be part of the 
day’s schedule as well as rides on the CBRR. 

Chris and Ken regularly perform at the Little Grill 
in Manhattan.  Their web site is 
biggsandgustin.com 

Gene and Sandy Harding, Charles and Mary 
Weickert, George and Judy Lookhart, Jim and 
Martha Turner, Laura Turner, Ann Walter, and 
Dave and Kathy Crawford ventured to the Little 
Grill to have a meal and enjoy the music of Chris 
and Ken. 

Mark your calendars.  Its going to be a great 
show highlighting the history of RR in MS 
County. 

Financial Report 
The Marshall County Railroad Historical Society 
continues to be financial sound.  Below is a 
summary of our top 5 revenue sources in 2022 
as will as out top five expense categories. 

REVENUE: 
Lease Agreements:    $12,034 
Blue Rapids Community Foundation:   $5,246 
Ride Revenue       $3,083 
Membership          $655 
Other Donations         $320 

EXPENSES: 
Insurance    $10,840 
Real Estate Tax     $2,243 
Weed Spray      $2,153 
Maintenance      $1,567 
Fuel          $561 

As one might expect for 2022, our cost for weed 
spray more than tripled with a 235% increase 
and our fuel cost not quite doubled with an 
increase of 62%.  Our ride revenue was down 
33%.  The decline in ride revenue is largely due 
to not having a specific fund raising event in 
2022.  In 2021 we did quite well with the Blue 
Rapids 150+1 celebration.  We did experience a 
39% increase in overall donations. We ended 
2022 in the black by $2,470. 

Board of Directors 
Ann Walter - President 
Charles Weickert - Vice President 
Dave Crawford - Sec/Treas 
Gene Harding 
Larry Moon 
Gary Holbert 
Jeffrey Richter 

Railroad Trivia 
The year 1801 in England:  A single horse on a 
“tramway” pulled 12 cars loaded with stones and 
totaling 36 tons a distance of 6 miles in 1.75 
hours.  Additional cars were added during the 
journey, making the total weight at the end 55 
tons. 

http://biggsandgustin.com


Lifetime Members (1-1–2023)

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Arganbright Omaha NE Gary Holbert Concordia KS April Privett Barnes KS

David Beck Blue Rapids KS Edward Hoover Wamego KS Anthony Reiss Abilene KS

Mr. & Mrs. John Bergkamp Blue Rapids KS Shirley Jensen Waterville KS Jeffrey Richter Clay Center KS

Catherine Blair Louisburg KS Mr. & Mrs. Doug Jones Irvine CA Guy & Janet Rinehart Topeka KS

Donald Bleam Auburn KS Mr. & Mrs. Victor Jones Waterville KS Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Roepke Waterville KS

John Brackett Marysville KS Sarah Kessinger Marysville KS RuthAnn Roepke Waterville KS

Chuck Bragunier Waterville KS Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kickhaefer Marysville KS Alvin & Lue Ann Roepke Waterville KS

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Broky Tempe AZ Don King Waterville KS Shelly Roepke Othello WA

Joe Brown Wichita KS Daryl Klataske Galva KS Adam Rulon Kearney MO

Michael Burk Galveston TX Christine Kravitcz Marysville KS Denise Rundle Clay Center KS

David Calwell Topeka KS Rod Lamoreaux Waterville KS Guy Salts Hemet CA

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Carlson Topeka KS Charles Lamoreauz Mr. & Mrs Todd Schafer Topeka KS

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Chase Home KS Don Landoll Marysville KS Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Schell Marysville KS

Citizens State Bank Waterville KS Paula Landoll-Smith Marysville KS Mr. and Mrs. Max Searcey Marysville KS

Isaac Clark Blue Rapids KS Daniel Livers Waterville KS Sharp Mfg. Blue Rapids KS

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Clark Glenn Elder KS George & Judy Lookhart Manhattan KS Lloyd Shubkagel Marysville KS

Steve Cohorst Marysville KS Kay Lord Leavenworth KS Scott Slupianek Marysville KS

Rev. & Mrs. Richard Coleman Blue Rapids KS Mr. & Mrs. Gene Lott Blue Rapids KS Lisa & Arthur Smith Lenexa KS

Mr. & Mrs. Edgar Copeland Riley KS Mr. & Mrs. Blake Martin Waterville KS Tom Smith Axtell KS

Roger Cottrell Marysville KS Joe McAtee Vermillion KS Mr. & Mrs. K.G Stettnisch Barnes KS

Clayton Coulson Clay Center KS Ralph & Heather McCain KS City KS Scott Stevens Waterville KS

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Craig Couperville WA John McGarry Marysville KS Mr. & Mrs. Kent Stowell Vermillion KS

Dave & Kathy Crawford Blue Rapids KS Larry Moon Riley KS Donnie Stryker Waterville KS

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Cudney Marysville KS Mr. & Mrs. Don Musil Blue Rapids KS Joyce Stryker Waterville KS

Brandon Day Blue Rapids KS Mr. & Mrs. Jim Musil Blue Rapids KS Mr. & Mrs. Jim Swim Marysville KS

Clinton & Kim Day Marysville KS Mr. & Mrs. Jason Narenkivicius Palisade CO Mr. & Mrs. Larry Taylor Waterville KS

Ronnie & Judy Dayhoff Boulder CO Richard Nelson Waterville KS Laverne Thomas Burbank CA

Bruce Dierking Marysville KS Carl Nevitt Waterville KS Jim & Martha Turner Olsburg KS

Jim & Freda Dobbins Goff KS Butch Newman Blue Rapids KS Mr. & Mrs. Bill Walcott Marysville KS

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Doyle Manhattan KS Mrs. Kenneth Oppenlander Manhattan KS Lyle & Ann Walter Waterville KS

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Dowdy Sabetha KS Mr. & Mrs. Vern Osborne Casa Grande AZ Helen Weaver Waterville KS

First Commerce Bank Blue Rapids KS Ms. Alberta Parry Washington KS Wanda Weickert North Hills CA

Matt Flaharty Mayview MO Larry Parsons Canton OH Charles & Mary Weickert Marysville KS

Todd & Rachel Frye Marysville KS Mr. & Mrs. Shaun Pearson Sabetha KS Janet Weise Linn KS

Dave & Deb Geis Malcom NE Marci Penner Inman KS Jim Wessel Blue Rapids KS

Maxine Haller Abilene KS Jay Peterson Leonardville KS David Wiggins Topeka KS

Dr. & Mrs. David Hamel Marysville KS Ray & Barbara Petr Blue Rapids KS Carl Williams Wamego KS

Gene and Sandy Harding Waterville KS Shari Poole Waterville KS Kenny & Pat Winkenwader Waterville KS

Bill Hellmer Oketo KS Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Pope Blue Rapids KS Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Yowell Kirksville MO

Carol Hill Waterville KS Mr. & Mrs. Frank Popejoy Blue Rapids KS Kevin Yowell Holden MO

Mrs. Don Hirt Waterville KS Adrian & Mary Pralle Marysville KS Mr. & Mrs. Laren Zager Mesquite NV

James Hocker San Antonio TX
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